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College of The Albemarle - Catastrophic Events Plan  
 
Policy Statement 
Should an unexpected or catastrophic event occur, College of The Albemarle (COA) commits to 
the following actions: 

● Provide a reasonable alternative for instruction and service offerings. 
● Provide appropriate teach-out plans and assist students with those plans. 
● Provide assistance for transferring earned credit to and from other institutions. 
● Provide reasonable reimbursement should instruction be discontinued or interrupted to 

the extent that accreditation standards cannot be met. 
 
Emergency Situations 
To facilitate the safety and efficiency of operations during an emergency situation, including 
inclement weather and other events disrupting normal operations, the President or an 
authorized individual may close one or all of the campus locations. 
 
The college uses Regroup (text messaging, phone and email) and various media outlets to 
communicate with students, faculty and staff during emergency situations.   
 
If it is necessary to close the college, notifications and alerts will be sent out using the 
mechanisms described above. 
 
College Policy and Procedures 
Policy 2.1.2- Campus Safety and Emergency Planning 
Policy 2.1.11- Adverse Weather/Emergency Closings  
Procedure 2.1.11.1 - Adverse Weather-Emergencies 
COA Emergency Response Plan 
 
Program Closures 
In the event of a catastrophe and COA is not able to deliver instruction for a program in which 
students are enrolled, the college will follow the steps outlined in the policies and procedures 
below, including a teach-out plan:  
 
College Policy and Procedures: 
Policy 4.1.3- Curriculum Development  
Procedure 4.1.3.1 - Curriculum Development 
 
State Board of Community College Code (SBCCC): 
1D SBCCC 400.6 (b)  
 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC): 
SACSCOC Program Closure 34 CFR 602.24 (pp. 50-51) 
 
Institution Closure 

https://www.albemarle.edu/wp-content/uploads/Policy-2.1.2-Campus-Safety-and-Emergency-Planning_1.pdf
https://www.albemarle.edu/wp-content/uploads/Policy-2.1.11-Adverse-Weather-Emergency-Closings-1.pdf
https://www.albemarle.edu/wp-content/uploads/Procedure-2.1.11.1-Adverse-Weather-Emergencies.pdf
https://www.albemarle.edu/wp-content/uploads/Emergency-Response-Plan_External_12.18.25.pdf
https://www.albemarle.edu/wp-content/uploads/Policy-4.1.3-Curriculum-Development.pdf
https://www.albemarle.edu/wp-content/uploads/Procedure-4.1.3.1-Curriculum-Development.pdf
https://wordpress.nccommunitycolleges.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/ENTIRE-CODE-01AUG26-1.pdf
https://sacscoc.org/app/uploads/2019/08/SubstantiveChange.pdf
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In the event that COA must close permanently, the college will comply with all requirements 
outlined in State Board of Community Code and SACSCOC Substantive Change Policy and 
Procedures, including: notification of closure, teach-out/transfer plan, and records retention. 
The policy dictates that the college must file a copy of all permanent student records with the 
Department of Cultural Resources in accordance with the records retention process. 
 
State Board of Community Colleges Code 
IB SBCCC 200.99 – Community College Closure: Teach-Out Plan and Records Preservation - Page 
42 
 
SACSCOC – Closing a Program, Site, Branch or Institution 
SACSCOC - Substantive Change Policies and Procedures - Pages 20 & 89 

Class Cancellations and Tuition Refunds 
COA Policy 6.1.4 addresses tuition refunds and states the college shall provide 100 percent 
refund of tuition and fees to the student if the college cancels the course section in which the 
student is registered. 

College Policies and Procedures 
Policy 6.1.4- Tuition/Fee Refunds 
 
 

https://wordpress.nccommunitycolleges.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/ENTIRE-CODE-01AUG25.pdf
https://sacscoc.org/app/uploads/2019/08/SubstantiveChange.pdf
https://www.albemarle.edu/wp-content/uploads/Policy-6.1.4-Tuition-Fee-Refunds-1.pdf

