
Dear Potential International Student, 

Thank you for your interest in College of The Albemarle. There are a number of steps that are necessary 

in order to become an international student in the United States. Below is information on the process 

and the expectations we have for students interested in attending COA.  Please note that the 

information requested must be completed in its entirety before processing of your application can 

begin. You can find more detailed information about each step by visiting our international student 

webpage at: www.albemarle.edu/international-students     

Students who are currently in the United States who are interested in attending COA and applying for an 

F-1 visa from their home country or are interested in applying for a change of status while remaining in 

the United States should follow the steps listed on below. The steps listed below should be followed in 

the order listed. 

How to become an International Student 

Gather International Student  International Students currently in the United States are 
required to listen to 

Interest Information ---> International Student Interest Session powerpoint. Information 
about the process, steps and requirements is shared with 
interested students via a voiceover powerpoint.  Students must 
complete the included survey in order to take the placement 
test and have their application processed. 

 
 
Apply to COA online ---->  To apply online visit our website (www.albemarle.edu) and 

select Apply and Register then select Apply Online. Students are 
required to complete the entire COA application which includes 
completing the Residency Determination Services part of the 
application. Once accepted students will be sent an acceptance 
letter via email. Students should save this letter for future 
reference. The application is required. International students 
may enroll in programs that have been approved by the Student 
Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP). The list of permitted programs 
is on page 3 of this document. COA also requires a $50.00 
application processing fee be paid prior to submission of your I-
20 documentation.  

 

 

Take the Placement Test ----> Before COA can issue you an I-20 we have to determine that 
students meet the minimum English reading and writing 
requirements.  International Students currently in the United 
States can complete the COA placement test. International 
students must earn 34 points on the English portion of the test 
in order to qualify for an I-20. Students are given 2 
opportunities to earn the necessary score on the placement 
test. Students overseas must take the TOEFL or ILETS Academic 
exam and earn the minimum scores: TOEFL- Internet Based 40, 
Paper Based 425, Computer Based 120. The ILETS Academic 
score we accept is a 5 or higher. We only accept the TOEFL, 
ILETS or the RISE test (the RISE placement test can only be taken 

http://www.albemarle.edu/


in North Carolina). Once students have earned the required 
English score on the RISE placement test students will be 
required to complete RISE math placement test for enrollment 
purposes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete the I-20 application----> An I-20 is a certificate or eligibility an is required for all 

international students seeking to enroll at COA. Students can 
download the I-20 application from the COA international 
student webpage: www.albemarle.edu/international-students. 
The documents required for an I-20 are listed on the I-20 
application along with the specific details of each requirement. 

 
Submit your Documentation ---> Once the student has completed the I-20 application and has 

gathered all the required documentation, students should email 
their documentation (in 1 email) to a COA designated school 
official (DSO). Once all the required documentation has been 
submitted and approved, a college DSO will create the student’s 
Form I-20. Students should allow 1-2 week for a Form I-20 to be 
processed and completed. Once a student’s Form I-20 is 
processed and completed they will be contacted via email. 
Students can pick up their I-20 or it can be mailed. A Form I-20 
cannot be emailed.  

    
 

Make an appointment ---> Students interested in changing their status should work with 
their lawyer to submit the proper documentation to United 
States Customs and Immigration Services. Students seeking to 
return home should make an appointment with the US Embassy 
once they return to their home country. 
 

 

Programs permitting F-1 International Student enrollment (as of January 2020) 

Associate Degree Nursing 
Associate in Arts 
Associate in Engineering 
Associate in Fine Arts (theatre) 
Associate in Fine Arts (visual arts) 
Associate in General Education 
Associate in Science  
Associate in Applied Sciences- Business Administration 
Associate in Applied Sciences- Global Business 
Associate in General Occupational Technology 
Professional Crafts Jewelry 
Agribusiness Technology 
Health and Fitness Science 
Aviation Systems Technology 

http://www.albemarle.edu/international-students


Computer Aided Drafting technology 
Healthcare Business Informatics 
Medical Assisting 
Medical Laboratory Technology 
Medical Office Administration 
Surgical Technology 
Human Services Technology 
 
 
 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 
 


